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of the fixation-point ; (2) the eye is paraxially strongly myopic; (3) the 
breadth of accommodation decreases with the paraxial angle; (4) for 
every state of the lens an accommodation line may be drawn represent- 
ing the points which are conjugate; (5) the limits of accommodation 
depend upon the nature of the eye. TJeber den Wettstreit der Sehf elder 
und seine Bedeutung fur das plastische Sehen (pp. 187-195) : W. Loh- 
mann. - Experiments on retinal rivalry under conditions of daily life are 
held to show that the parallax of objects before and behind the fixation- 
point resulting from the rivalry is the chief factor in the perception of 
solidity. Literaturbericht. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



The following remarks occur in the course of a review in Nature of 
Dr. Radl's ' Geschichte der biologischen Theorien seit dem Ende des 
siebzehnten Jahrhunderts ' : " Although biology is now permeated by the 
evolution idea, and has continually before it the ideal of giving a genetic 
description of the present phase of the animate world, there is some 
reason to fear, as Dr. Badl indicates, a growing apathy towards the 
study of the evolution of the science itself. Whether it be that many 
workers share Nietzsche's view that the study of history paralyzes the 
intelligence, or that they feel it their primary business to make history, 
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not to read it, or that they regard historical inquiries as the philosopher's 
task, not theirs, it seems certain that too little attenion — in our investiga- 
tions, theories and teaching alike — is paid to the historical evolution of 
the science. A notorious example may be found in the biological work 
of Herbert Spencer, who, though he had almost accidentally found in- 
spiration from a slight acquaintance with the work of von Baer, deliber- 
ately set his face against looking for more. As we lay aside the volume 
some general reflections remain convincingly with us — that the history of 
biology is a rational evolution, and at the same time inextricably inter- 
twined with social evolution; that the same general ideas are reincar- 
nated century after century in more evolved forms; that each genera- 
tion meets the same old difficulties on a higher turn of the spiral; that 
clearly thought-out conceptions which seem for a time to be vanquished 
reassert themselves with renewed vigor, and find their position in a more 
complete synthesis. The modern biologist, intent on new discoveries, 
has no use for Aristotle, Descartes and Leibnitz, but their influence may 
be upon him none the less. In speaking of the aqueduct of Sylvius, the 
Malpighian tubules, the Graafian follicle, or the Cuvierian organs, we 
quaintly acknowledge our debt to the past, but perhaps we betray our 
indebtedness more when we are least conscious of it, for even the most 
modern system of biology is, like our own body, a veritable museum of 
relics." 

Vice-consul Schlemmer, of Mannheim, tells of the establishment of 
an Academic Information Bureau in Germany for the benefit of foreign 
students and visitors. It is located at the Berlin University, and its 
sphere embraces all public institutions of the empire as well as of other 
countries. Information will be furnished as to all the particulars neces- 
sary to be observed in entering a university or attending lectures or in 
regard to schools, laboratories, museums, libraries, hopitals, art galleries, 
etc. Dr. W. Paszkowski is at the head of the institution, and all ser- 
vices are furnished without charge. 

Professor W. Osler, F.E.S., has been elected a member of the 
Athenaeum Club under the provisions of the rule which empowers the 
annual election by the committee of nine persons 'of distinguished 
eminence in science, literature, the arts, or for public services.' 

Professor Ernst Haeckel, of the University of Jena, is prevented 
by ill health from attending the meeting of the American Philosophical 
Society this month, in memory of the two hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of Franklin. 

Dr. James Burt Miner, B.S. (Minnesota, '97), Ph.D. (Columbia, '03), 
has been appointed assistant professor of psychology at the University of 
Minnesota. Dr. Miner is at present assistant professor of philosophy 
at Iowa University. He will have charge of the new laboratory now 
being equipped at Minnesota and also of the work in educational psy- 
chology. 



